You may already have this, but here this is what is contained in SB 1317. We are following this bill closely and I will keep you updated.

SB 1317 (Leno) creates a misdemeanor when a parent or guardian of a pupil of six years of age or older has failed to reasonably supervise and encourage the pupil's school attendance and the pupil has become a chronic truant.  Specifically, this bill:

1) Deems any pupil a "chronic truant" when he or she is absent form school without valid excuse for 10 percent or more of the schooldays in one school year, from the date of enrollment to the current date, provided that the appropriate school district officer or employee as complied with existing law.

2) Provides that a parent or guardian of a pupil of six years of age or older who is in Kindergarten or any of Grades 1 to 8, inclusive, whose child is a chronic truant, who has failed to reasonably supervise and encourage the pupil's school attendance, and who has been offered language-accessible support services to address the pupil's truancy is guilty of a misdemeanor punishable by a fine not exceeding $2,000, or by imprisonment in the county jail not exceeding one year, or by both that fine and imprisonment.  A parent or guardian guilty of a misdemeanor, as specified, may participate in the deferred entry of judgment (DEJ) program.

3) Allows superior courts to establish DEJ programs that includes the following components, inclusive, to adjudicate cases involving parents or guardians of elementary school pupils who are chronic truants:

a) A dedicated court calendar;

b) Leadership by a judge of the superior court in that county; and,

c) Service referrals for parents or guardians, including, but not necessarily limited to, all of the following:

i)  Case management;

ii)  Mental and physical health services;

iii) Parenting classes and support;

iv) Substance abuse treatment; and,

v) Child care and housing.

d) A clear statement that, in lieu of trial, the court may grant DEJ with respect to the current crime or crimes charged if the defendant pleads guilty to each charge and waives time for the pronouncement of judgment and that, upon the defendant's compliance with the terms and conditions set forth by the court and agreed to by the defendant upon the entry of his or her plea, and upon the motion of the prosecuting attorney, the court will dismiss the charge or charges against the defendant;

e) A clear statement that failure to comply with any condition under the program may result in the prosecuting attorney or the court making a motion for entry of judgment, whereupon the court will render a finding of guilty to the charge or charges pled, enter judgment, and schedule a sentencing hearing as otherwise provided in this code; and,

f) An explanation of criminal record retention and disposition resulting from participation in the DEJ program and the defendant's rights relative to answering questions about his or her arrest and DEJ following successful completion of the program.

4) Mandates funding for the DEJ program shall be derived solely from non-state sources.

5) Prohibits a prosecutor from charging a parent or guardian of an elementary school pupil who is a chronic truant, with a violation of this section and Penal Code Section 272 relating to contributing to the delinquency of a minor for parents and guardians of truant children.

*****
The Legislature continues to work on finalizing legislation for the year.  Bills are now out of committees and moved to the floors of each house for final action.  Most were amended and require a trip back to the House of Origin for concurrence in amendments before moving to the Governor.  Several hundred bills remain on both floors to be resolved before the 31st.

Budget

We hear that the "Big 5" have not met as a group for weeks, but small groups of those 5 leaders have been meeting off and on.  There will be a special session that starts after they officially close August 31st that will deal strictly with the budget...but that's a broad definition, so expect education policy to work its way in.

Education Funds Deferred

The Controller John Chiang, Treasurer Bill Lockyer, and Finance Director Ana Matosantos sent today a letter to the Chairs of the Senate and Assembly Budget and Appropriations Committees, informing them that the deferral of payments to K-12 schools and counties that had been scheduled for October is being moved into September to ensure sufficient cash reserves.  The amount of the K-12 deferral is $2.5 billion, and the amount of the deferral to counties is $400 million.

The authority for the deferrals (and their acceleration) is contained in ABX8 5, which was approved in February during Special Session.

As details and the impacts become clearer I will let you know.

Federal Jobs Funds are tied up in this budget delay.  State legislative authorization is required before these funds can actually be distributed to school districts and county offices of education.  Senator Darrell Steinberg, President Pro Tem of the State Senate, has amended SB 847 to provide this authorization.  The co-author is Assembly Speaker John Perez.   With the regular legislative session scheduled to end this week, this SB 847 will need to move very quickly.

The anticipated a rough estimate for these funds is about $200 per pupil.  It is important to emphasize that the specific amount for any district or county can vary substantially, based on the distribution formula used by the state.   This money has been approved by the federal government.  Local educators are to begin discussions about how these funds can best be used.

AB 184 (Fuentes)

The Special Disabilities Adjustment passed the Senate without a single NO vote, so now is just awaiting concurrence.  It provides the 2009-10 authorization and should provide immediate release of last year's funds.  It also authorizes payment for the current year and phases out the current formula as a working group studies and engages in a new formula.  It is worth contacting the CDE if you are interested in participating in the study.

Legislation

The Governor has signed AB 1399 (Anderson) that makes it illegal for elected officials to allow family members to use government vehicles or credit cards from their agency.

The Legislature has also passed SCR 77 (Correa) designating the last full week of September as Childhood Obesity Prevention and Physical Fitness Week.

Sitting on the Governor's Desk are currently:

SB 604 (Correa) regarding public works competitive bidding review timelines

SB 1059 (Liu) regarding district of residence responsibility for special education services for certain foster youth and juvenile court wards.  We had been seeking a statewide funding pool here but those amendments were not accepted in the version that went to the Governor, meaning some districts will be stuck with high cost kids.

AB 1860 (Berryhill) allowing alcoholic beverages to be consumed on school property when children are not present.

Bills pending final action include:

AB 308 (Cook) regarding the assessment of property taxes for the Inland Valley Development Agency

AB 434 (Block) which authorizes the inclusion of the salary of site supervisors in the accounting of direct costs for after school programs.

AB 1651 (DeLaTorre) assuring that furlough days do not detract from school employee retirement credits.

AB 1683 (Torres) which clarifies that unless specifically stated, federal fund appropriations will include distributions to county offices of education and charter schools, in an effort to avoid unintended consequences of accidentally omitting those terms.

AB 2543 (Lowenthal) setting specific timelines for charter school renewal processing.  (This had been moving well but the Charter School Association has now opposed making the outcome less certain.)

SCA 6 (Simitian) allowing for 55% vote parcel taxes for schools.

SB 675 (Steinberg) addressing funding for partnership academies in the area of clean/green technology.

SB 1357 (Steinberg) which requires the CDE to include pupil attendance and absentee data in the CALPADS data system.

SB 1380 (Hancock) ensuring that school facilities built with CTE facilities bond funds are used for CTE purposes for at least 5 years.

SB 1381 (Simitian) addressing the age of kindergarten admission.

SB 1425 (Simitian) intends to prevent pension spiking by school employees.  In its current iteration it:

*Authorizes a retirement system to not include in retirement calculations any compensation they determine was paid for the principal purpose of enhancing a member's retirement benefit.

*Limits cash conversions of accrued employee benefits, and prohibits final settlement pay from being included in retirement calculations.

*Prohibits a retiree from returning to work as a retired annuitant or as a contract employee for a period of 180 days after retirement.  This requirement will apply to anyone retiring on and after January 1, 2011.

*Limits the compensation used in retirement calculations for members who are not in a group or class to the average increase in compensation received during the final compensation period and the proceeding two years by employees in the same or related group as the member.

The State Board of Education is due to meet, August 24th for:

o Approval of funding of LEAs and schools for the 2009-10 SIG  sub-grants-including consideration of two options for funding

o Approval of revised emergency regulations for the Parent Empowerment Trigger

o Approval of a request to seek a waiver of the federal requirement that LEAs provide 14-days' notice to parents regarding the Program Improvement status of schools
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