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Greetings:

Yes, I know that most of you
are sweating the budget
issues for this year and for
the 2009-2010 school year.
However, I am letting you
know that you are truly
appreciated by CASCWA
and me for your efforts in
dealing positively with the
multitude of issues related
to educating today’s school
age children.

I can honestly state to you that our plates will be
overflowing with issues to solve and rectify without the
previous support systems in place. Yes, our children
will suffer but your yeoman’s efforts will ease the pain.
We must take the old adage of “working smarter and
not harder” to full force.

CASCWA will be fighting for you. We will keep you
informed of the latest issues and provide as much
resources as possible to assist you. Keep CASCWA
in mind by visiting our web site, utilize the “Ask an
Expert" section”, and attend local no cost/low cost
CASCWA sponsored trainings.

In closing, I encourage each of you, as it is fiscally
possible, to attend our state conference that is to be
held on April 22-24 in beautiful South Lake Tahoe. We
anticipate a slightly smaller turn out than last year due
to the current economic issues. However, I assure you
the conference will go forward.

Check the CASCWA web site for additional funding
resources to cover the registration fees for the
conference. We have been blessed with many fine
presenters for the upcoming conference which you will
enjoy.

Take care and keep doing what is best for our kids!
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CASCWA’S MISSION STATEMENT
CASCWA is an organization comprised of school and community professionals who are
dedicated to improving school climate, safety, and increasing school attendance. We create a
network of professional support, mentors and educators and we influence relevant legislation and
advocate for the needs of students, families and schools.

BAY SECTION PRESIDENT’S REPORT - Frank Valadez
Gilroy Unified School District fvaladez@gusd.k12.ca.us

Most of us are involved in professions where we have the responsibility of helping others and we
work conscientiously to that end. In our personal lives, we often have a similar task, be it
financially, emotionally or physically. But where does taking care of ourselves fall into the larger
scheme of things? We know we should! If we do not head the advice of others in this regard,
we will eventually limit our ability to provide for others.

CASCWA has become a family of professionals, all inclusive, attempting to improve the lives of
others. Our focus has been on how to do that best. However, at least from my humble
perspective, there is a need to take a different road, at least temporarily. It is time to address the
basic needs of our members. The economic crisis threatens our professions, our livelihood and
our organization. We cannot provide for our loved ones nor service our youth and families if we

lose our jobs or our positions are eliminated. Bay Section cannot, of course, change the financial woes of districts and
agencies. But, we must make an attempt to help each other. The question is, “How?” And, it is a question for you to
answer. What can Bay Section do to help you?

As president of Bay Section I am asking for your suggestions. Our board is ready to act upon hearing from you.

Wishing you and your loved ones well,

Frank Valadez
fvaladez@gusd.k12.us.ca

DELTA-SIERRA SECTION PRESIDENT’S REPORT - Grace Espindola
Sutter C.O.E. (530) 822-2418 grace@sutter.k12.ca.us

This has been an incredible school year and an exceptional year for CASCWA's Delta-Sierra Section. This year will
come to fruition when our Delta-Sierra Section host the 2009 CASCWA State Conference in Lake Tahoe, California. I
am amazed at the workshops and presenters being featured at this incredible event. I would like to take the time to say
"Thank You" to each member of our conference planning team for the phenomenal efforts that they have put forth to
make this conference meaningful to all attendees. Delta-Sierra Section extends our gratitude to David Kopperud and
the entire "State SARB" for their accomplishments that will be unveiled on the first day of our State Conference.

CASCWA Membership & Website
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At a time when districts are making reductions that in the long term could negatively impact
ADA, it is great to know that the "Model SARB Program" and the new "SARB Handbook" will
be presented to all of our conference attendees for the purpose of maximizing ADA. CWA
offices throughout the state are always targeting truancy, reducing dropouts and keeping the
kids healthy. We know that this year's conference will deliver and provide proven current
strategies.

Our conference theme is – Moving the Mountain-Intention to Impact – and yes we can and
together we can. As we face limited budgets and Delta-Sierra asks you or your agency to
consider attending our State Conference, we are offering a great EARLY registration
promotion – see our flyer on our website www.cascwa.org.

I am also pleased to report that Joe Taylor's brain child, "Project Preservation" is going well. Recently, the Delta-
Sierra and Bay Section came together with several of our finest "Lifetime CASCWA Members" to preserve our
organization's history and renew friendships. This event was video-taped and will be viewed at the up-coming State
Conference. Similar efforts are on-going in the San Joaquin Section and the Southern Section.

As your president, it is my commitment to do my best and represent our CASCWA mission to the fullest and to serve
our children. I urge you to register early for our State Conference and look forward to meeting and working with you.
Warmest regards, Grace Espindola

SAN JOAQUIN SECTION PRESIDENT’S REPORT - JOHN LUIS
Newman-Crows Landing Unified School District

jluis@nclusd.k12.ca.us

It is my pleasure to be serving as San Joaquin’s Section President. I am fortunate to be
working with some of the most influential and experienced professionals in the business. We
are all looking forward to Tahoe and meeting with others that are also in the “kid business”.

The Section will be hosting a workshop on May 22nd at the Madera Golf Course. The
workshop will be led by Tom Byars and will examine strategies to efficiently intervene in
bullying at the school site. We hope to see you there.

Intelligence plus character--that is the goal of true education.
-Martin Luther King, Jr.

SOUTHERN SECTION PRESIDENT’S REPORT-DR. VICTOR C. THOMPSON
Director, Division of Student Support Services – L.A.C.O.E.

(562) 922-6233 thompson_victor@lacoe.edu

Aloha and Greetings to CASCWA Members from the Southern Section! Our section is
pleased with the recent LACOE Legislative Update and Board Meeting held on Friday,
December 5, 2008. We are pleased to announce our second 2009 Phil Kauble Topical Forum
will take place on April 3, 2009, in Calexico, hosted by the Calexico Unified School District.
The title of the forum is, "Truancy - Friend or Foe." A panel of experts will be sharing
strategies on combating student truancy. I would like to personally thank Mark Michels,
Jessie Cherri and Ken Lorge for their efforts in the recent videotaping of our Southern
Section Legends at the Holiday Inn in Anaheim which was part of the entire CASCWA
"Project Preservation. Over the next few months, Southern Section will be active with our
efforts with the State Conference and with our annual "Lillie Wilson Scholarship Program. If

you are a CASCWA Southern Section member, please go to our website at www.cascwa.org for information on the
scholarship program. The program is chaired by Ms. Pat James, Lynwood USD. We are looking forward to the rest
of the school year and hope to see you at the Phil Kauble Topical forum and at the State Conference.


