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Reception as the evening highlight.  

Friday will feature two keynotes: Dr. 

Joseph Marshall, co-founder of the 

Omega Boys Club/Street Soldiers 

which was developed as an approach 

to helping youth move from the 

culture of violence to safer, more 

personally and socially proactive 

alternatives; and Wendy Tokuda, co-

founder of the Students Rising Above, 

a mentoring and scholarship program 

for extraordinary, impoverished 

students who ñbeat the oddsò to go to 

college and fulfill their educational 

dreams. The conference will conclude 

with a dramatic presentation from the 

New Conservatory Theatreôs Youth 

Aware Educational Theatre program, 

focusing on the stories of five teens 

who are grappling with issues of peer 

pressure, youth violence, homophobia, 

discrimination and identity. 

The best strategy is to bring several 

people from your district, so all the 

outstanding sessions can be covered.  

Detailed information on the program/

presenters and registration form is 

available at www.cascwa.org .  The 

registration form is also available on 

the last page of this issue.  Hotel 

rooms at the conference rate are 

available through March 21, 2011.   

Donôt miss the outstanding program, 

receptions, raffle prizes, networking 

opportunities!!!éééé.We hope to 

see you in ñthe city by the bay!ò  

T h e  2 0 1 1  C A S C WA  S t a t e 

Conference, ñCreating Student 

Interventions,ò will be here soon!  

You do not want to miss this powerful 

3-day conference from April 20 ï 22, 

2011, at the Sir Francis Drake Hotel in 

San Francisco. 

The Bay Section Conference Planning 

Committee is proud to present what 

we believe is a very strong program 

from beginning to end.  The program 

will commence on Wednesday with a 

keynote address from Dr. Mark 

Alexander, Chairman of the Board, 

100 Black Men of the Bay Area, an 

organization committed to the 

intellectual development of youth and 

economic empowerment of the 

African American community based 

on the precepts of respect for family, 

spirituality, justice and integrity. 

Participants will then have 6 afternoon 

breakout sessions from which to 

choose. The day ends with a reception 

hosted by the Bay Section where 

having fun, relaxing and networking is 

the key. 

On Thursday, we will be welcomed by 

a keynote address from Carlos Garcia, 

Superintendent of San Francisco USD. 

Under his leadership, the district has 

seen consistent improvement in 

achievement for all students and has 

effective programs to combat truancy 

and the dropout rate. His keynote is 

then followed by 18 dynamic breakout 

sessions with the State Presidentôs 

http://www.cascwa.org


As Child Welfare & Attendance (CWA) Professionals, 

we are in a unique position to make a positive impact 

not only in the lives of the students and families we 

serve but in our communities.  Think where the 

districts might be without CWA professionals. 

CASCWA existed long before most of the 

organizations that now address school climate and 

safety. As such, CASCWA members have been making 

a difference each day in the lives of the students and families they serve. 

Your commitment to this profession and to this organization is what 

makes CASCWA a leading voice in the CWA community. 

As budgets become tighter, more than ever, we must work together and 

get involved in the decision making process that may ultimately decide 

our fate. Get to know your school board members, your representatives 

and senators, volunteer to serve on district and community committees, 

and talk to parents. Give your CASCWA representatives feedback from 

these conversations.  Remember your representatives are here to assist 

you in being the best CWA Professional you can be. 

Part of the CASCWA mission is to deliver superior and innovative 

professional learning opportunities to our members.  CASCWA, in 

collaboration with Lozano Smith, is offering a series of webinars.  A lot of 

excitement has been generated about the possibilities of learning and 

sharing between our organizations. Members have been very impressed 

with Lozano Smithôs webinars and are looking forward to our continued 

collaboration. I feel extremely confident that with this positive energy, the 

future webinars will be a fantastic experience for us all.  The remaining 

Lozano Smith webinars topics include School Districts & Law 

Enforcement: Intergovernmental Relations and Student Discipline 101: 

From Suspensions to Expulsion.  More information regarding these 

webinars can be found in this issue of the Intercom.    

As you think ahead to the 2011-2012 school year, please take a few 

moments to reflect and recommit yourself to the ideals that brought you to 

our profession. I encourage you to get involved in CASCWA and take 

advantage of the significant leadership, professional learning and 

networking opportunities that are available. Opportunities exist, at the 

section and state level, and you can select the level that will accommodate 

the amount of time you can devote. The return on your investment in both 

time and professional development will be maximized by being more 

involved as they afford you the opportunity to CONNECT, EXCEL, and 

LEAD.  If you would like to learn more about getting involved at the 

section or state level contact your section President.   

Membership is everyoneôs responsibility, so I am counting on you to 

recruit and encourage as many CWA professional as possible. We can and 

should be proud of the significant progress we have made in increasing 

(Continued on page 20) 
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Scholarship Award  

Each year Bay Section awards 

$500 scholarships to deserving, 

graduating high school seniors 

who have overcome unique 

obstacles and difficulties. The 

students we want to recognize 

and honor are those who may 

have had to overcome lack of 

success early on due to personal 

or family problems, attendance 

or discipline issues.  Thee 

students may have benefited 

from the intervention of a 

school counselor, community 

agency, or a child welfare and 

attendance worker.  This may 

be a student who might not 

necessarily be attending a four-

year college but attending a 

community or a vocational 

program.  Scholarship awards 

will be presented at our Spring 

Workshop. 

For further information and/or 

application please contact Janet 

McMurray, Scholarship Chair at 

jmcmurray@wccusd.net. 

Wednesday, April 20, 2011 Ê 1:00 p.m.ð5:00 p.m. 

Á Student Expulsions 

Á Student Records: Just Say No?? 

Á First Amendment & Free Speech in Public Schools: An Essential 

Primer 

Á Open Enrollment, Residency, & Caregiver Affidavits 

Á A Compelling Look at the Work of Equity and 

Á Implementation Strategies 

Á Data-based Discipline Decision-making 

Thursday, April 21, 2011  Ê 9:00 a.m.ð4:30 p.m. 

Á For our LGBTQ Youth & More: Creating Healthy & Safe Schools 

Regarding Gender & Sexual Orientation & Family Configuration 

Á The Center for Academic Re-Entry and Empowerment (CARE): Re-

engaging Truant Youth 

Á What Happens in Sacramento, Doesnôt Stay in Sacramento 

Á Student Fees 101: Charges, Donations, and Fundraising 

Á Frequently Asked Questions: Section 504 and Title VI Compliance 

Á Working with Parents of High Risk Youth 

Á Creating a Culture of Action: Improving Attendance and Parental 

Involvement 

Á Giving Classroom Management a ñLIFTò 

Á Truancy: Mediation and Prosecution 

Á Cyberspace Misconduct 

Á Relationships Among CWA, Schools, and SRO 

Á San Lorenzo Model SARB: Effectiveness Through Collaboration 

Á Safe Schools: Empowering Students to Address Racism, Gangs, 

Violence, & Bullying 

Á Stipulated Expulsions 

Á Creating Safer Schools from the Inside-Out: Reducing Bullying and 

Violence and Improving School Climate 

Á Alameda County District Attorneyôs Truancy Program 

Á McCullum Youth Court, Alameda County 

Á E-Discipline: The Student Discipline Dilemma Relating to Student 

Electronic Acts 

Conference Titles  

RICKEY JONES  
Section President 

rickeyjones@fremont.k12.ca.us 

mailto:jmcmurray@wccusd.net
mailto:rickeyjones@fremont.k12.ca.us
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Presidentôs Message 

Greetings from 

D e l t a- S i e r r a 

Section!!! 

I hope all of you 

are off to a great 

start to 2011. I 

know having a 

winter break 

allowed us to get 

re-energized for the second half of 

the school year.  

Delta-Sierra has two major projects 

coming up in the next two months. 

First, Delta-Sierra has distributed the 

Richard B. Davis Scholarship forms 

to our Continuation High Schools 

and will be selecting the winners 

during the month of April. We take 

great pride in helping students 

further their education after High 

School. Second, Delta-Sierra will be 

providing a series of 5 parent 

training workshops for Woodland 

Joint Unified in the months of 

February, March and April. The 

purpose of the trainings is to provide 

information to parents on some of 

the key safety issues affecting our 

schools and community. 

Delta-Sierra will be hosting the 2013 

CASCWA State Conference so our 

members will begin to explore 

locations, presenters, and sponsors. 

We are looking for members to be 

part of the conference committee so 

if you are interested, please contact 

me at hector.molina@wjusd.org. 

Have a great Spring Break and donôt 

forget to check our website at 

www.cascwa.org for events and 

resources. 

HECTOR MOLINA  

Section President 

Richard C. Davis Scholarship  

In 1986, the Delta-Sierra Executive Board established the Richard C. 

Davis Scholarship to honor Richardsô contribution to the Association 

and for his contribution to making educational opportunities available 

to all students.  Richard continues to be an active participant in the 

Delta-Sierra Section of CASCWA.  

The Delta-Sierra Richard C. Davis Scholarship applications were sent 

out February 1, 2011 to the twenty northern countiesô continuation, 

county, and community schools. The applications are 

due on or before April 1, 2011. A special committee 

will review the forms to ascertain compliance of 

criteria. The review committee will then select the 

applications to be forwarded to the Delta-Sierra 

Executive Board for final selection. Two $500.00 

scholarships will be awarded to the top finalists.   

Yolo County Office of Education 
5:00 p.m. ð 8:00 p.m. 

 
Ê Ê Ê Ê Ê 

February 15, 2011 

Bullying & Cyberspace Misconduct 

February 28, 2011 

Alcohol-Drug Identification & Prevention 

March 7, 2011 

Suspension & Expulsion 

March 14, 2011 

Parent Involvement in Schools 

April 11, 2011 

Gangs in Our Schools & Community 

u Woodland Joint USD Parent Training t 

Join us for 5 action packed parent trainings sponsored by the 

Woodland Joint Unified School District, the California Association of 

Supervisors of Child Welfare and Attendance (CASCWA) Delta-

Sierra Section, and the Yolo County Youth In Transition Program. 

Sessions, held in both English and Spanish, last three hours, and 

include resource materials, light meals, and child care. Registration is 

limited to 40 participants for each session, so register early for one or 

all of the trainings.  For more information, call (530) 406-3158. 

mailto:hector.molina@wjusd.org
http://www.cascwa.org
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Presidentôs Message 

Greetings CASCA Members 

and Friends of CASCWA, 

After experiencing fantastic 

success during our 2010 Fall 

Workshop, CASCWA San 

Joaquin Section is busy putting 

the finishing touches on the 

2011 Spring Workshop.  This 

upcoming professional growth opportunity will 

be a collaborative effort and will provide 

presentations offering practical strategies 

important to the field of Child Welfare and 

Attendance.  We anticipate that the Spring 

Workshop will provide an excellent opportunity 

to address some to the more pressing issues 

CWA workers are currently facing as well assist 

in raising funds that will be directly used for 

scholarship purposes.  Please save the date of 

May 20, 2011 as we hope to see you there.  

Thank you in advance to all those CASCWA 

members and CASCWA supporters who plan on 

participating.  We sincerely appreciate your help 

in creating successful workshops.  

As you know, the CASCWA membership is 

divided into four sections; Southern, Bay, Sierra

-Delta and San Joaquin. The San Joaquin 

Section is growing. It now includes Kern 

County to our south and San Joaquin County to 

our north.  

In the past, Section meetings have been held 

near Fresno. However with the recent growth of 

our Section, it is perhaps time to incorporate 

new ñareasò within our section. Southern section 

which encompasses every county south of the 

Tehachapiôs has utilized ñareasò for years. 

Central, Southern and Northern areas are being 

considered by San Joaquin Section. If you are 

interested in organizing in your area (especially 

Kern and San Joaquin Counties) please send me 

an email. 
 

DAVID COHEN,  Section President 

DavidCohen@cusd.com 

Anthony Brucia Success Award  

Each year, the San Joaquin Section of 

CASCWA provides scholarship 

awards to high school seniors 

attending schools in our region.  This 

year, we are offering eight 

scholarships, in the amount of 

$750.00 each.  

Our scholarship is called the ñAnthony Brucia 

Success Award,ò named after the son of one of our 

Board members. 

The award is intended for students who have made a 

turn-around in their lives. Past winners typically show 

a change in the later years of high school.  Weôre 

looking for a student who may have had to overcome 

lack of success early on due to a variety of reasons, 

including but not limited to personal or family 

problems.  We want to show our appreciation to those 

students who may have been burdened by ñat riskò 

circumstances and/or may have ñhit bottomò but are 

now putting things back together. 

If you know of a qualifying student, or are such a 

student, we encourage you to submit an application.  

For more information, please visit cascwa.org under 

ñScholarshipsò in the San Joaquin Section tab of the 

webpage. 

SJ Section Board  

James Tate, Past President 

Sergio Mendoza, President-Elect & Secretary 

John Christiansen, Treasurer 

Galen Wright, Scholarship Chair 

Roxanne Baeza, Legislative Representative  

Greg Bass, Board Advisor 

Mike Robinson, Board Advisor 

Dennis Wiechmann, Board Advisor 

Joe Brucia, Board Advisor 

Tom Mangione, Board Advisor 

mailto:DavidCohen@cusd.com
http://www.cascwa.org


Presidentôs Message 

Greetings: 

CASCWA Southern Section is busy gearing up for our end of the year activities which 

include the 2012 State Conference planning, Los Angeles Countywide Chronic Truancy 

Symposium sponsorship and our scholarship luncheon. 

If you have not participated in any CASCWA activities or events, I encourage you start getting 

involved. Our Annual State Conference in April of this year in San Francisco will afford you 

numerous professional development and networking opportunities from experts across the state at a very low 

cost to our membership.  

For the fourth consecutive year, CASCWA Southern Section is co-sponsoring the annual Los Angeles 

Countywide Chronic Truancy Symposium. This one day symposium attracts well over three hundred 

participants. An annual highlight of this symposium is the awarding of mini scholarships to students who have 

exhibited a tremendous turnaround in their school attendance. 

Finally, our highlight of the school year is the awarding of student scholarships during our annual luncheon. 

Students who earn the scholarships are current seniors who have persevered and will receive their high school 

diplomas despite adverse social and/or economic circumstances. During the 2009-2010 school year, CASCWA 

Southern Section awarded over four thousand dollars in scholarships to students in increments of five hundred 

dollars each. Please visit the CASCWA website for a scholarship application and return by the due date to 

Scholarship Chairperson Rick Riegel.  

Hope to see you in San Francisco at the state conference. 

SHERMAN GARNETT, Section President È Sherman_Garnett@sbcss.k12.ca.us  

Southern Section News  
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Lillie Wilson Scholarship  

Southern Section provides several grants annually to 

deserving students who have overcome adversity.  The 

scholarships are named in honor of Lillie Wilson who 

was a leader and a true expert in the field of Child 

Welfare and Attendance, particularly during her years at 

the Los Angeles County Office of Education. 

CASCWA members are encouraged to nominate a 

student and provide a one-page letter describing the studentôs involvement 

in Child Welfare and Attendance and how he/she overcame adversity.  

Student applicants are then asked to present a statement, discussing his/her 

background, how he/she overcame adversity, future educational plans, and 

how he/she would benefit from the CASCWA Southern Section 

Scholarship. 

Applications are due to Rick Riegel at the Orange County Office of 

Education by April 18, 2011.  Recipients will be honored and awarded their 

scholarships on June 3, 2011 at the Holiday Inn in Buena Park.  For more 

information, please visit cascwa.org under ñScholarshipsò in the Southern 

Section tab of the webpage. 

mailto:Sherman_Garnett@sbcss.k12.ca.us
http://www.cascwa.org/southern/connection.php
http://www.cascwa.org
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1http://www.nida.nih.gov/infofacts/marijuana.html 

2http://archives.drugabuse.gov/NIDA_Notes/NNVol18N4/Twins.html 

State Presidentôs Message: Charles Baker  

By the time you read this, the Oscarôs will be over. Awards were handed out, interviews 

were made. And if you are one of the millions who watched the production, you know 

who the media has affectionately dubbed ñKing Jamesò ...James Franco. Apparently, Mr. 

Franco is eye candy to a lot of people. A co-worker of mine recently said, ñI love me 

some James Franco!ò and we had a laugh. He is no doubt a talented performer who is 

enamored by countless young people, not only in our country but all over the world and I 

wish him luck in his career. 

What a lot of people donôt know is, Mr. Franco has another side to him which may humor, surprise, and at the 

same time, alarm you. He recently played a likeable drug dealer named Saul Silver in the 2008 movie, 

Pineapple Express. His character was a drug dealer with a heart, whose lifestyle and apartment were pretty 

dead on in my experience with people addicted to cannabis. 

That same year, he and Seth Rogan ñlit up a fattyò live at the MTV Movie Awards, claiming later it was 

ñfake,ò although several people sitting in the vicinity said it had the distinctive odor of the real thing. And on 

September 27, 2008, Mr. Franco accepted, in person, the ñStoner of the Yearò award from High Times 

magazine. 

In his post award interview, the interviewer said to him, ñI know you donôt smoke anymore, thatôs totally cool, 

but you represent the cause very, very well.ò Franco then related his first experience of smoking marijuana as 

a 13 year-old, and then going to an 8th grade dance and having ña really good time!ò 

Although Franco stopped short of saying he supported legalizing marijuana (ñI havenôt studied the issue 

enoughò), there is no denying the effect his acting and personal life will have on the young people of our 

country. By the end of 8th grade, one in three students will have tried marijuana, and by the end of high 

school, about half of graduating seniors will have tried it. So, the argument that everyone is doing it works 

both ways. Half of graduating students have made a decision to not smoke weed. 

According to the National Institute of Drug Abuse (NIDA), ñLong-term marijuana abuse can lead to 

addiction; that is, compulsive drug seeking and abuse despite the known harmful effects upon functioning in 

the context of family, school, work, and recreational activitiesé abusers trying to quit report withdrawal 

symptoms including: irritability, sleeplessness, decreased appetite, anxiety, and drug craving, all of which 

can make it difficult to remain abstinent.ò1 Make no mistake, there are no credible medical groups who can 

seriously say that marijuana is safe for consumption and represent no threat due to its use. 

Cannabis use has long been proven to be the proverbial ñgateway drugò and donôt let its proponents tell you 

any different. In a NIDA study of twins, they found overall, ñtwins who smoked marijuana before age 17 were 

more than twice as likely as their sibling to use opioids, three times as likely to use sedatives, three times as 

likely to use cocaine or other stimulants, and nearly four times as likely to use hallucinogens.ò2 Using 

marijuana increases the chances of using harder drugs. 

We should open our eyes to the dangers of using marijuana and the fact that the media has no qualms about 

uplifting beautiful and talented supporters in front of our children. Our thirst for idols places gifted people in 

front of youth, and beckons them to look up to those idols, to aspire to their success, and to believe drug abuse 

will not slow them down in their endeavors. We will not believe the lie. Unless of course, you are high. 

http://www.nida.nih.gov/infofacts/marijuana.html
http://archives.drugabuse.gov/NIDA_Notes/NNVol18N4/Twins.html
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Beware of the Pertussis Police  
By Sherman Garnett, San Bernardino County Superintendent of Schools  

As many of you are aware, AB 354 

became law effective January 1, 2011. 

The main thrust of this law now requires 

every student entering grades 7-12 for 

the 2011-2012 school year to provide 

evidence of the TDAP booster shot 

commonly known as Pertussis. 

Parents may ñopt outò of this new requirement via a 

signed signature form which is available on the 

California Department of Public Health web site. 

Students of parents who do not ñopt outò must be 

excluded from school unless verifiable evidence has 

been presented to school authorities of compliance of 

the requirement. 

Schools districts across the state are scrambling to get 

the word out to parents and the community of the new 

law. Communities and schools are seeking assistance 

from various public and private entities to help 

families fulfill this requirement. As a result, many 

legal issues have come to light in terms of 

implementation of this law. 

For example, the recent ACLU lawsuit settlement 

solidifies that school districts across the state cannot 

charge a fee for services related to school activities. 

Some conservative legal opinions state that this 

mandate relative to schools is actually a fee; therefore, 

schools may not charge for the booster shot provided 

or must reimburse parents when they take their 

students to outside agencies to receive the booster 

shot. 

According to many health care providers, the booster 

shot is expensive, ranging anywhere from no-cost 

from some health care providers to $75.00 for others 

including our local retail pharmacies. 

It has been estimated that approximately twenty five 

percent of public school age children do not have 

health insurance in the current economy thus resulting 

in parents having to pay for the booster shot. 

Additionally, it has been reported that the booster shot 

is in short supply statewide. 

Meanwhile, I offer the following suggestions to 

prevent having to exclude our upcoming seventh 

through twelfth graders at the opening of school due 

to lack of a booster shot. 

1. Publicize heavily on the district web site, the local 

school web site and the local press. 

2. Publicize the locations of local public health clinics 

that offer the booster shot (there probably will be a 

co-payment or full payment for the shot). 

3. Purchase the vaccine and offer at no cost to your 

student population during evening and weekend 

hours. Cost of the vaccine to the school district is 

in the range of $40.00 to $75.00 each. 

4. Prevent student athletes from participating in fall 

sports which usually begin prior to the opening of 

school unless evidence of the HDTAP booster shot 

is provided. 

5. Prevent students from pre-registering unless 

evidence of the booster shot is provided. 

The good news is that AB 354 is a one-time law for 

the upcoming school year only. During the 2012-2013 

school year and thereafter, students in grade 7 only 

must show yearly evidence of the booster shot. ~ 

Are You Ready to Implement AB 354?  
By Susan Chaides, RN,  Los Angeles County Office of Education, Consultant for School Health Programs 

Pertussis is a very infectious disease than can be debilitating at any age and lethal to infants. During 2010, there 

were more than 8,300 cases of pertussis in California ï the most reported since 1947. Early childhood 

immunizations do not provide lasting immunity to pertussis. As a result, many older students and adults remain 

susceptible to pertussis, risking their health and the health of their communities. 

Pertussis immunization can protect students who have not yet been immunized against the ongoing risk of 

pertussis and meets the forthcoming requirement for the 2011-12 school year. 

The California Department of Education and California Department of Public Health have worked closely 

together to develop tools and resources for schools to assist in communication, documentation, and reporting 

procedures. 

(Continued on page 10) 
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ñChronic Truancy:ò Another Tool to Support Districts 
By Dr. Victor Thompson and Deirdre Skelton, Los Angeles County Office of Education  

SB 1317 (Leno) was enacted on 

January 1, 2011, designed as 

another tool to support school 

districts in their efforts to combat 

truancy.  EC 48263.6 defines a 

chronic truant as having missed 

10%, approximately 18 days, or 

more of the school days in one 

school year.  The statute targets the 

parents of students, ages 6 years or 

older in grades K-8, who fail to 

compel the school attendance of 

their children.  Prior to potential 

prosecution under EC 48263.6 and 

the new corresponding Penal Code 

Section (PC) 270.1, school 

districts should follow all existing 

laws related to truancy by doing the 

following: 

Á Notify parents that their student 

is an habitual truant 

Á Refer the student/parent to the 

School Attendance Review 

Team (SART) 

Á Refer the student/parent to 

SARB 

These three steps are important 

interventions, that afford the school 

district and student/parent the 

opportunity to discuss the reasons 

for the lack of attendance, and offer 

support and services to help the 

student improve his/her attendance. 

The SARB meeting consists of a 

multi-agency panel representing a 

variety of community agencies, 

including the Department of 

Children and Family Services, 

Department of Public Social 

Services, Probation Department, 

Law Enforcement, District 

Attorneyôs Office, school district 

personnel, mental health and 

community service agencies. 

S t u d e n t s / p a r e n t s  r e c e i v e 

recommendations from the SARB 

on how to address and resolve the 

attendance problem.  A SARB 

(Continued on page 12) 

Students can meet the pertussis requirement by one of three ways: 

1. Provide written proof of receiving a pertussis containing vaccine on or after the 7th birthday.  (Pertussis 

containing vaccines include Tdap, DTP, and DTaP. Tdap is the recommended immunization to meet the 

requirement; however, DTP or DTaP will also meet the requirement.) 

2. Provide a written Medical Exemption from a physician. 

3. Parent requests and signs the new Personal Beliefs Exemption (PBE) affidavit. A previously signed PBE on 

the back of the California School Immunization Record (CSIR) does not meet the requirement. 

The PBE affidavit is available from the California Department of Public Health and may be obtained through your 

local county health department. The form is not available online. County health departments are distributing 

pertussis documentation stickers (to be placed on the CSIR) and PBE affidavits to school district offices. 

The new immunization requirement is not in violation of FAPE. Students are already required to receive 

immunizations prior to school entry or whenever their immunizations are not up to date. 

To help students meet the requirement, your school district will want to identify strategies for developing 

timelines, communicating with parents, identifying and referring to community resources, gathering and recording 

documentation, identifying key school events to implement the requirement such as pre-registration for the next 

school year; and identifying how to implement exclusion of students who do not meet the requirement by the first 

day of school. 

Students are encouraged to receive the pertussis vaccine through their health care provider. For students with no 

health care provider or insurance, community resources can provide the vaccine at no cost or low cost. Districts 

may want to explore partnering with community resources to offer vaccine clinics at your district. Or if your 

district is interested in administering immunizations to eligible students, contact your local health department 

about becoming a Vaccines For Children (VFC) provider. Once your district meets the requirements and has 

procedures in place, your district may receive vaccines at no cost to your district. 

Pertussis containing immunizations are readily available and parents are encouraged to have their children in 

grades 6 through 11 vaccinated now instead of waiting until the start of the new school year. ~ 

(Continued from page 9), Are You Ready for AB 354? 
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CALIFORNIA LEGISLATIVE UPDATE  

Special to CASCWA 

By Sandra Morales, Legislative Advocate, SI&A 
 

State Budget Update 

Late last week the Budget Conference Committee 

approved its compromise version of the 2011-12 State 

Budget. The Budget Conference Committee version 

largely adopted the January proposal from Governor 

Brown, including the elimination of redevelopment 

agencies and the continuation of about $8 billion per 

year in temporary tax revenues for another five years. 

So far Assembly and Senate Republicans have rejected 

this approach. It is expected that the next ten days will 

see dramatic behind-the-scene, and occasionally 

public, negotiations over this issue.  

The action by the Conference Committee allows the 

budget to now move forward to a vote on the floors of 

the State Assembly and State Senate. A vote could 

come as early as Thursday, but will likely be delayed 

as negotiations continue. Linked to the issue of 

continuation of the taxes is what reforms will 

Republicans seek in exchange for their agreement to 

place the taxes on that ballot. Most observers think the 

most likely issues concern pension reform and/or 

business regulatory relief. Under the Governorôs plan, 

at least two Republican votes in the Assembly and two 

in the Senate are required to place on the ballot the 

issue of continuation of the temporary taxes.  

Unexpected Impact on Preschool Programs and 

Basis Aid Districts  

For K-12 education, the Conference Committee 

version of the budget is mostly consistent with the 

Governorôs January proposal. However, there are at 

least two major variances. The conference committee 

reduces the total dollar amount of the cuts to child 

development, but it includes preschool among those 

cutsðthe Governorôs proposal excluded preschool. 

Further, the conference committee version would 

continue the basic aid ñfair shareò cuts, which were not 

included in the Governorôs budget proposal. Key 

points concerning the Conference Committee version 

of the budget are as follows:  

Proposition 98. Provides $110 million above the 

Governorôs ongoing Proposition 98 funding for 

2011-12, for a total of $49.9 billion. This is the 

revised minimum guarantee based on Conference 

Committee revenue adjustments.  

New Deferral. Adopts the Governorôs proposal to 

defer $2.1 billion in K-12 funds from 2011-12 to 

2012-13.  

Basic Aid Districts. Includes an 8.9% ñfair shareò 

reduction to basic aid school districts for 2010-11 

and 2011-12. This reduction is intended to be the 

ongoing revenue limit reductions applied to school 

districts.  

Mental Health Services. Provides $80 million in 

one-time funds for 2010-11 to schools for mental 

health related services.  

Mandates. Adopts the Governorôs proposal to 

provide $89.9 million to fund the K-14 state-

mandated local program costs for 2011-12.  

Economic Impact Aid. Restores $56 million to 

the Economic Impact Aid program based on 

updated workload estimates.  

Special Disabilities Adjustment. Adopts the 

Governorôs proposal to eliminate funding for the 

special education Special Disabilities Adjustment.  

CALPADS. Provides a total of $2.3 million ($1.5 

million in federal Title VI and $781,000 in Title II) 

for 2010-11 for the California Longitudinal Pupil 

Achievement Data System (CALPADS). Adopts 

budget bill language that requires first priority for 

the funds to support the transfer of knowledge 

from the CALPADS contractor to staff of the 

department and any other relevant state agency. 

Adopts trailer bill language to require CDE, as a 

condition of receiving funds to administer 

CALPADS, to provide local education agencies 

with the standardized templates and data necessary 

for LEAs to meet the requirements established in 

the School Accountability Report Card.  

Categorical Flexibility. Approves the Governorôs 

proposal to extend various flexibility options to 

school districts for an additional two years, 

including categorical flexibility, routine and 

deferred maintenance requirements, class size 

reduction, instructional minutes and local budget 

reserve requirements.  
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Child Development. The Conference Committee version 

restores the $256 million in 2010-11 funding vetoed from 

CalWORKs Stage 3 Child Development by former Governor 

Schwarzenegger. Although the Conference Committee version of 

the budget makes deep cuts to child development programs in 

2011-12, those cuts are less than those proposed by Governor 

Brown. Following is the detail provided by budget committee 

staff. It is noteworthy that the cuts include an across-the-board 

cut of 15% to preschool and a 10% reduction in standard 

reimbursement rates.  

Á Alternative to 34.6 percent Subsidy Reduction. Approves 

alternative to the Governorôs proposal for a 34.6% subsidy 

reduction to instead reduce all contracts, including preschool, 

by 15%, generating $267 million in Proposition 98 savings.  

Á Eliminate Eligibility for 11 -12 Year Olds. Approve the 

elimination of services for 11-12 year olds during traditional 

hours, while protecting services during non-traditional hours 

and exempting children who are disabled, at risk of abuse, or 

homeless. This proposal generates $38.5 million in 

Proposition 98 savings.  

Á Reduce Family State Median Income to 60 percent. 

Approves reducing the family State Median Income to 60%, 

generating $30 million in Proposition 98 savings.  

Á Eliminate Centralized Eligibility List . Approves the 

elimination of funds to the Centralized Eligibility List and 

the transfer of funds to direct child care services.  

Á Restore CalWORKs Stage 3. Approves the restoration of 

CalWORKs Stage 3 without any policy changes enacted 

during the current year.  

Á Reduce License-Exempt Provider Rates. Reduces License-

exempt providersô rates from 80% of the licensed rate to 

60%, generating $44.1 million in Proposition 98 savings.  

Á Standard Reimbursement Rate Reduction. Reduces the 

Standard Reimbursement Rate Reduction by up to 10%, 

generating $109 million in Proposition 98 savings.  

Á Family Fee Increase. Approves a 10% across the board 

increase to the family fee schedule.  

Á Quality Programs. Approves $16 million in federal funds 

reduction to account for the loss of one-time American 

Recovery and Reinvestment Act (ARRA) funds, in a manner 

that is consistent with legislative intent and prioritization of 

programs.  

Á Child and Dependent Care Tax Credit. Approves the 

elimination of ñrefundableò portion of the Child and 

Dependent Care Expense Credit and allocates the savings to 

direct provision of child care eligible households. Retains the 

core tax credit program. ~ 

(Continued from page 11), Legislative Update 

Page 12 

contract is developed, in which students/

parents agree that the student attends 

school daily and arrives on time as well 

as to other terms and conditions 

including, but not limited to attend:  

Á for the entire school day 

Á counseling programs as assigned 

Á educational programs, such as 

tutoring 

Á enrichment programs, such as 

mentoring 

Á parenting classes 

Á community services programs 

Failure to comply with the SARB 

contract previously could have resulted 

in a filing under EC 48291, an infraction 

citation against the parent, or a PC 272 

filing against the parent for contributing 

to the delinquency of a minor. 

PC 270.1 focuses on K-8 students and 

parents, and allows the District Attorney 

to file a misdemeanor charge against the 

parents, with a specific chronic truancy 

definition.  Parents are subject to a 

$2,000 fine and one year imprisonment 

under this statute, should the court 

choose to adjudicate the case.  The court 

also has a deferred entry of judgment 

option, in which students/parents are 

referred to services such as case 

management, mental and physical health 

services, parenting classes, substance 

abuse treatment, child care, and housing.  

Improved attendance and participation in 

these services could result in the deferral 

of entry of judgment by the court. 

EC 48263.6 provides a specific 

definition of chronic truancy, and PC 

270.1 supports the SARB and school 

district efforts by defining specific 

consequences for parents who fail to 

compel student attendance.  The services 

mandated by the court mirror those that 

the school districts and SARB can also 

provide.  The courts armed with these 

new laws, provide further emphasis on 

the importance of staying in school and 

achieving academically. ~ 

(Continued from page 10), Chronic Truancy 
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Ask the Experts  

A parent has requested that 11 citizens be present at 

an expulsion hearing.  In regards to holding an 

expulsion hearing in open session, what are the rights 

of the audience, procedures to be followed by 

observers and limitations that can be imposed should 

the people not presenting or called as witness wish to 

speak?  

Per Education Code 48918 (c), ñthe governing board 

shall conduct a hearing to consider the expulsion of a 

pupil in a session closed to the public, unless the pupil 

requests, in writing, at least five days before the date of 

the hearing, that the hearing be conducted at a  public 

meeting.ò The ñaudienceò cannot participate or 

comment unless called as a witness by the defense 

(parents/student).  This is a formal hearing and the chair 

of the hearing has the authority to determine who 

should and should not speak; they should exert that 

control.  Just be sure that the parent has presented the 

written request for an open hearing in a timely manner. 

ðTad Kitada, Placer COE  

If a student is placed on a suspended expulsion and 

allowed to return to school on probationary status, 

and the student does not complete his/her action plan 

prior to the end of probation, can the district reinstate 

the student to full expulsion after the end date of their 

expulsion.  Or, can the District extend the expulsion 

until such time as the student has complied with all of 

the requirements. 

Within Sanger Unified, the Board has added language 

to the final expulsion paperwork that the expulsion or 

suspended expulsion is considered active until such 

time that the Board takes official action to lift the 

expulsion. A designated review date is provided in the 

paperwork. This language is also written into the 

stipulated expulsion agreement, which also notices 

parents that the CWA Supervisor is the designee to 

process any changes of the expulsion order.  Ultimately, 

the Board would need to vote on any suspended 

expulsion that is enforced, or potentially extended.   

Some of what you do is dependent upon what is written 

into the original expulsion order, and what is in your 

administrative regulations on the expulsion process.  

When we extend a suspended expulsion or change an 

expulsion order, a meeting is held with the parents to 

create a new placement order that informs them the 

reasons why the change is being processed.  The 

meeting also helps ensure that the studentôs rights are 

not being violated.  The new/modified order will have a 

new review date and what the student must do to 

comply with the originally order.  

ðDr. Dennis Wiechmann, Sanger USD 

How do you treat a 14-year-old in a high school who 

has a Medical Marijuana card? He has it on his 

possession at school as medicine and the parents want 

the confiscated marijuana back. Any tips? 

Although California law makes this all murky, Federal 

law, which has assurances in drug and gun free 

requirements per NCLB, calls for non-use, non-

possession, no exceptions. If medical Marijuana is 

issued to a minor, the possession and or use of is at 

home under the supervision of a parent/guardian or 

responsible adult. A medical card has no authority on a 

school campus and Ed Code supersedes this. As in any 

other case, the confiscated marijuana should be treated 

and held as evidence. 

ðTom Neeb, Los Banos USD; Tad Kitada, Placer 

COE; Dr. Greg Bass, Clovis USD 

A student in our district is preparing to return home to 

live with his parents after being in a residential facility 

and NPS located out of state. The NPS we are 

considering locally as a possible appropriate setting  

states their policy is to only accept a maximum of 90 

transferrable credits per year. Is there a legal basis for 

such a restriction?  

The focus should not be on the number of credits 

awarded, but more on the course of study completed to 

meet graduation requirements for the NPS.  California 

has prescribed clear guidelines on what the course of 

study must be for grades seven through twelve under EC 

51220, which the student must satisfy along with any 

other courses adopted by the NPS.  The student can 

have a lot of credits transferred in but if those courses 

that the student has taken do not satisfy the NPSô 

graduation requirements, the student is still required to 

take the courses that will satisfy those requirements.  

Moreover, there can be policy established on evaluating 

the comparability of transferred courses, particular those 

from out of state/country and non accredited schools, as 

it relates to the rigor and components of the California 

standards.  

ðMaria Hwang de Bravo, Los Angeles COE 

To search specific codes and sections, visit California 

Law website at http://www.leginfo.ca.gov/calaw.html. 

http://www.leginfo.ca.gov/calaw.html
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What are bath salts? 

New designer drugs, in powder or tablet form, that 

mimic the effects of cocaine, ecstasy and LSD that 

can be snorted, injected or smoked.  Sometimes 

labeled as plant food, they contain synthetic 

stimulants MDPV, or 3,4-methylenedioxy-

pyrovalerone, and mephedrone.  The danger in bath 

salts is that they have emerged as legal alternatives to 

cocaine and methamphetamines. 

What are the side effects? 

Chest pains, increased blood pressure and heart rate, 

agitation, hallucinations, insomnia, extreme paranoia 

and delusions. They appear to create intense cravings 

not unlike those methamphetamine users have. 

Other known asé 

Ivory Wave, Purple Wave, Red Dove, Vanilla Sky, 

Blue Silk, Zoom, Bloom, Cloud Nine, Ocean Snow, 

Lunar Wave, White Lightning, Scarface, and 

Hurricane Charlie. 

Where can these products be found? 

Since the chemicals found in these bath salts are 

neither controlled by the Drug Enforcement 

Administration nor approved for human consumption 

by the Food and Drug Administration, they can be 

purchased in convenience stores, gas stations, pawn 

shops, tattoo parlors and online. They are marketed 

as regular bath salts but carry a higher price ($25 - 

$50 per 50-milligram packet vs. $3 for "non-drug" 

bath salts) and contain different ingredients.  

What is the current status? 

So far, poison centers representing 33 states and the 

District of Columbia have received calls about these 

products; Louisiana leads with 165 calls from people 

reporting bad side effects from the chemicals.   

Senator Charles E. Schumer (D-New York) has 

proposed a bill that would make the synthetic 

stimulants into federally controlled substances. They 

are already banned in 3 states (Louisiana, Florida and 

North Dakota) and in Europe. 

For more information, visité 

American Association of Poison Control Centers 

Think Twice About Drinking Soda  

Contributed by Marie Nieto-Grant, Program Manager, Dental Health, LACOE 

The UCLA Center for Health Policy Research and the California Center for Public Health Advocacy released a 

landmark study in September 2009 entitled: ñBubbling Over.ò The study found that over 10.7 million Californians, 

over the age of one, drink at least one soda or other sugar-sweetened beverage a day.  Most surprisingly, 41 percent 

of children ages 2-11, 62 percent of adolescents ages 12-17, and 24 percent of adults drink at least one soda or 

sugar-sweetened beverage every day.  Others statistics in the study indicate that adults who drink one or more sodas 

or sugar-sweetened drinks each day are 27 percent more likely to be overweight or obese.   

Licensed dental professionals are the first to tell us that excessive soda drinking can erode tooth enamel and cause 

tooth decay.  Now there is a study that documents that 56 percent of California adults and 44 percent of California 

adolescents are obese.  As individuals, parents, guardians and educators; we need to reduce or eliminate the 

consumption of soda and other sugar-sweetened drinks, for ourselves and our families.  Drink water instead of soda 

and sugary drinks.  A healthy smile depends on the daily drink choices we make, for ourselves and our families.   

http://www.aapcc.org/dnn/default.aspx
http://rds.yahoo.com/_ylt=A2KJkK7h9ElNnTAAbiyjzbkF/SIG=12d5l4b22/EXP=1296778849/**http%3a/www.immortalhumans.com/wp-content/uploads/soda.jpg
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AAD and Johnson & Johnson Consumer 

Products Co Shade Structure Program  

http://www.aad.org/public/sun/grants.html  

The American Academy of Dermatology's Shade 

Structure Program awards grants in the amount of 

$8,000 each for the purchase of permanent shade 

structures designed to provide shade and ultraviolet 

(UV) ray protection for outdoor areas. The AAD 

also provides a permanent sign to be displayed near 

the shade structure that promotes the importance of 

sun safety.  

Due: April 22, 2011  

 

Baseball Tomorrow Fund  

http://mlb.mlb.com/mlb/official_info/community/btf

.jsp?content=grant_process  

The mission of BTF is to promote and enhance the 

growth of youth participation in baseball and 

softball throughout the world by funding programs, 

fields, coaches' training, and the purchase of 

uniforms and equipment to encourage and maintain 

youth participation in the game. The average grant 

amount is approximately $50,000.  

Due: January 1, April 1, July 1 and October 1 

annually. Letters of inquiry accepted anytime.  

 

LA84 Foundation  

http://www.la84foundation.org/index.html  

The LA84 Foundation awards grants in Southern 

CAôs eight counties, giving special emphasis to Los 

Angeles. Special attention is given to groups and 

communities underserved by traditional sports 

programs, including girls, minorities, and the 

physically challenged and developmentally disabled.  

Due: See the web site for specific deadlines.  

 

Captain Planet Foundation 

http://www.captainplanetfoundation.org/default.aspx

?pid=3&tab=apply  

The mission of the Captain Planet Foundation is to 

fund and support hands-on environmental projects 

for children and youths and to encourage innovative 

programs that empower children and youth to work 

individually and collectively to solve environmental 

problems in their neighborhoods and communities. 

Awards generally range from $250-$2,500.  

Due: March 31, June 30, September 30, and 

December 31  

 

LEGO Childrenôs Fund  

http://www.legochildrensfund.org/Guidelines.html#

Exclusion  

The LEGO Childrenôs Fund will provide quarterly 

grants for programs with a special interest paid to 

collaborative efforts and in providing matching 

funds to leverage new dollars into the receiving 

organization. The Foundation awards grants in these 

areas of support: Early childhood education and 

development related to creativity; Technology and 

communication projects that advance learning.  

Typical awards are between $500 and $5,000.  

Due: February 1, May 1, August 1, or November 1  

 

The California Wellness Foundation  

http://www.tcwf.org/  

The Foundation makes grants within eight priority 

areas: Diversity in the Health Professions, 

Environmental Health, Healthy Aging, Mental 

Health, Teenage Pregnancy Prevention, Violence 

Prevention, Women's Health and Work and Health. 

Grants are also made through a Special Projects 

Fund for activities that improve the health of the 

people of California but are outside the scope of the 

eight priority areas.  

Due: Open  

The following funding opportunities were selected 

from the Los Angeles County Office of Educationôs 

ñMoney Mondayò updates... 
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