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I am humbled, honored and excited to serve
as your CASCWA President for the 2008-09
school year. In my opening message I would
like to share with you my personal
educational motto over my thirty-three
year career: "Doing what is best for kids."
In 1998, I joined CASCWA after sixteen
years as a site administrator for this very
reason and have not been disappointed.

During my initial membership, I was immediately introduced to
several CASCWA members at a CASCWA sponsored workshop. I
was provided with valuable information and networking opportunities
statewide. Almost immediately, I was exposed to individuals and
programs, not available elsewhere, doing what is best for kids. As a
CASCWA member, I have been fortunate to have been involved with
and participated in numerous low cost or no cost ongoing
professional development that have been current and timely.

As this edition of the intercom is being printed, CASCWA state
executive board members and the host Delta Sierra Section are
eagerly putting together the final touches on our 2009 State
Conference to be held in beautiful Lake Tahoe April 22-24. We
hope to see you there!

Please be sure to visit our newly designed web site under the
direction of webmaster Tom Mangione. If there is a question related
to legislation, suspension, expulsion procedures, student records, etc
or if you just want to get more involved,CASCWA is the place to be.
Please take the time to visit the CASCWA web site at
www.cascwa.org.

CASCWA has taken an active role during the past year promoting
much needed legislation in the area of truancy and dropout reduction.
Hopefully, many of our efforts will result in signed legislation by our
governor. Once the bills have been signed or vetoed, CASCWA crack
legislative team will produce synopsis of the bills, sample policies and
procedures, and no-cost assistance to your school district with
implementation. CASCWA's crack legislative team will keep you
informed via our interactive website of all the latest developments and
updates statewide and nationally. When issues arise in conducting a
proper protocol via education code or other sensitive issues,
CASCWA's team of experts such as Joe Taylor, Rob Jacobsen, Tad
Kitada and others are immediately there for you.

In closing, I urge each of you to be an active member of CASCWA
doing what is best for kids. You will not be disappointed.
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CASCWA’S MISSION STATEMENT
CASCWA is an organization comprised of school and community professionals who are
dedicated to improving school climate, safety, and increasing school attendance. We create a
network of professional support, mentors and educators and we influence relevant legislation and
advocate for the needs of students, families and schools.

BAY SECTION PRESIDENT’S REPORT - Frank Valadez
Gilroy Unified School District fvaladez@gusd.k12.ca.us

Hello CASCWA Members:

Well, it seems that many of us are feeling the effects of the budget crunch. Some of our
members in Bay Section have modified work-loads (more responsibilities), retired or agreed to
part-time contracts. Regardless of our work status, people seem to be much busier than usual.

If you have had the misfortune of losing your position, and we know this could happen to any
one of us at any time, I encourage you to make use of our CASCWA network to let us know
your expertise is available. CASCWA is unique in that its members have helping-type
personalities. Let’s advocate for our own members as well as the parents and kids. Bay
Section members, send me an email.

Bay Section is making final arrangements for our Fall Conference which will take place on November 21st, at the
CARRAMERICA Conference Center in Pleasanton. We are fortunate to have been able to contract our keynote
speaker, Michael Prichard (Please check his website.). If you have never heard him speak, it will be well-worth the
drive to come and hear him. We will also have a legislative update and an update on the new SARB Handbook. So,
mark your calendars for NOVEMBER 21ST. Our Save the Date flier should be out shortly. Best Wishes from Bay
Section for a safe and healthy school year.

DELTA-SIERRA SECTION PRESIDENT’S REPORT - Grace Espindola
Sutter C.O.E. (530) 822-2418 grace@sutter.k12.ca.us

Welcome to all CASCWA members and future members! I am extremely excited and
honored to serve as the Delta-Sierra Section President. I am also grateful to have the
opportunity to work with colleagues who possess such a high caliber of knowledge,
expertise, tradition and most of all their dedication and caring to serve our children and
youth.

In 2007-08, our Delta-Sierra section Board and members-at-large strategically planned
to recruit new membership from within our area. We have succeeded by including new
districts, COEs and county representatives from South Shasta, to Nevada County, to
Woodland and Natomas. At our annual State Board retreat our section had the largest
number participate from our four sections. Way to go Delta-Sierra!

The following is a brief list of projects and topics we plan on delivering to our members
this year.


